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Inviting People to Experience the Grace of God through Jesus Christ & Be Transformed 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________Volume 11-20 
 

Thank you!!!   Thank you!!!   Thank you!!!    Thank you!!!    Thank you!!!    Thank you!!!   Thank you!!! 

“I would like you to go to seminary,” invited the Holy Spirit just months after Jerry and 

I returned from two years of teaching in China.  That was 27 years ago.  Little did I know 

that my heart would expand more than a hundredfold as the Holy Spirit would lead me into 

and through the ministry lives of seven congregations (including the internship 

congregation during my seminary training). 

”Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,” Jesus said, “baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded 

you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)  These verses, quoted at all 

ordinations, guided me as the Holy Spirit formed a new church in Lisbon, IA, used a barn for a Christmas Eve service whose 

story was picked up by the Associated Press, offered grief ministry astride a long-legged appaloosa in a cattle round-up, 

sent a team of medical missionaries to Tanzania and the Dominican Republic, proclaimed open hospitality to churches 

divided by issues of sexuality, formed strategic plans and mission moments, baptized, married, cried, and buried.  

“Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures and faithful in your use of the means of grace?  Will you pray 

for God’s people, nourish them with the word and sacraments, and lead them by your own example in faithful service and 

holy living?” This ordination promise has humbled me the most in my life of ministry.  Studying scripture and scholars, 

preparing for preaching and education, and allowing God’s grace to shine have been both renewing and life-changing.  I 

used to believe and speak that God is love and grace; but now I know that God is the eternal bless-er, the deep healer, 

the holy discomfort-er, the open-armed welcome-er, and our final breath promiser. 

As we were installed here as leaders at Bethany Lutheran, the Bishop asked, “People of God, will you receive Pastor 

Jen, Pastor Jeff, and Lynn as messengers of Jesus Christ sent to serve all people with the gospel of hope and salvation? 

Will you regard them as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God?  Will you pray for them, help and honor 

them for their work’s sake, and in all things strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ?”  And you heartily cried, 

“We will, and we ask God to help us.”  I have felt your prayers.  I have experienced your love.  I have wept and belly-

laughed with you.  I have no words to explain my gratitude to God for bringing me to Bethany Lutheran. 

In order to provide for a healthy transition into your new leadership at Bethany, it is important—and hospitable—for 

me to set loving boundaries that release me from the duties of my pastoral call.  After November 22, I will no longer be 

Bethany’s pastor.  Please do not contact me about ministry, staff, or Bethany members—even via social media. Please do 

not ask me to preside at weddings, funerals, baptisms, or to join you via Zoom because it hurts too much for me to say 

the firm but quiet, “No.”  And, yes, I will be taking my shoes with me; nobody needs to “fill” them.  (If you wish to be added 

to our Christmas card list along with members from former congregations, quietly send me a note.) 

Please DO contact Pr. Jeff with all of your pastoral care needs.  Please DO continue to pray for him as your next called 

pastor.  Please DO send him notes of encouragement and surprise him with treats.   

As this pandemic continues to rage, Bethany Lutheran Church will survive.  As yet one more leadership transition 

happens, Bethany Lutheran will be blessed.  As you navigate in the uncharted times ahead, Bethany’s ministries will adapt, 

renew, and strengthen.  This church has work to do in God’s holy world.  This Bethany family has strength and passion 

that is bursting out into our troubled and divided world. 

“The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with 

favor…and give you peace.”  This will always be my prayer for you.  Always. Blessings, 

Pastor Jen 

Thank you, Holy Spirit!!!   Thank you, Holy Spirit!!!   Thank you, Holy Spirit!!!    Thank you, Holy Spirit!!! 
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Listed below are current prayer 
concerns along with those from 
over the past month. Prayers have 
been lifted up for these individuals 
near and far. If you have a prayer 
concern that you would like to 
share, please call the church office 
at: 712-262-2327. 

Health Concerns:  
  Larry Anderson, Lois Christensen, Duane Davis, 
  Lynn Egesdal, Len Halvorson, Mary Rose Hemme, 
  Lois Johnson, Gerald Koester, Linda Kunzmann, 
  Bess Madsen, Sandy Manwarren, Kim McCune, 
  Marsha Nelson, Geraldine Senne, Lloyd Senne, 
  Steve Salts, Lyle Youngdahl; 
  Joel Meyer (Marilyn Meyer’s son); 
  Miles Rohan (Kevin Rohan’s father)  
  Ida Syvertson (John Syvertson’s mother); 
  Ken (Doc) Manwarren (Greg Manwarren’s brother); 
  Betty Braunschweig (Lynn Egesdal’s mother); 
  Martha Lionberger (Mary Marske’s sister); 
  Ronald Doran (Linda Keefer and LeAnn Black’s father); 
  Mike Hawke (Pastor Jeff’s great uncle) 
Those who mourn: 
  The family of Jamie Phillips (Donna Jones’ nephew) 
Other Concerns: 
  Our confirmands; Nursing home residents; 
  Farmers finishing up the harvest; 
  Our church at this difficult time; 
  Our country at this turbulent time; 
  All lives affected by the corona virus pandemic 

 

Bethany Lutheran Church,  
Thank you for the kind acknowledgement of my years 

in the Sunday School Program on September 27. It has 
been a privilege and honor to work with so many caring 
and supportive people. God Bless You All! 

Linda Manwarren 

POINSETTIAS 

The seasons of Advent and Christmas are just around the 
corner. Once again this year we are 
planning to decorate the Sanctuary 
with poinsettias. If you would like to 
share a poinsettia in memory or 
honor of a loved one, please call the 
church office by November 30 to get 

signed up. The cost is $10.00. Checks should be made 
payable to Bethany Lutheran Church. Thank you. 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY–NOVEMBER 1 

At worship on Sunday, November 1, 
we celebrate “All Saint’s Day”, a time 
to remember with thanksgiving 
those at Bethany who have been 
baptized over this past year as well as 
those who have died. 

FUNERALS/BURIALS OF THOSE RESTING IN CHRIST 
Don Cowell Gordon Bruns 
Kenneth Leander Vonnie Kruse 
Steve DePauw Michael Schomaker 
Jaunita “Sally” Peterson Ronald Peterson 
Larry Classon James “Jim” Reis 
Nancy Jacobs Daniel “Dan” Ellis 
Mark Kahley John Fogarty 

BAPTIZED ANEW – LIVING IN CHRIST 
Vivian Burns Arya Studer 

 
Together in Christ let us honor and celebrate 

the 22-year ministry in six congregations 
of our beloved 

Pastor Jennifer & Jerry Henry 
as they embark together 

on the adventure of retirement. 
Sunday, Nov. 22, 2020 we will worship together 

at 9:00 a.m. at the Clay County Fair Events Center 
800 West 18th Street, Spencer IA 51301 

Immediately following worship will be fellowship time 
to recapture the joyful blessings God has given us in 
these two who have become so very important in our 
lives. Be prepared to laugh and shed a tear over rolls, 
fruit and beverages. 

Reservations are required. Please RSVP before 
November 8, 2020 writing to Bethany Lutheran Church, 
15 West 14th Street, Spencer IA 51301; calling the church 
office at 712-262-2327; or, responding via email – 
bethany@bethluthspencer.com. Immediate notification 
of any cancellations would be appreciated. 

Prayers and a story or two are requested. There will 
be a box available for Henry-eyes-only for any words, 
pictures, memories, stories, etc., you would like to share 
with them. 

CDC guidelines will be used to ensure 
everyone enjoys the day safely. 
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Worship plans at this time for the month of November 

are to continue with in-person worship (up to 60 people) 
and live-stream via You Tube. Details for the Sundays in 
November are listed below: 

November 1 – All Saints Day 
Scriptures: Revelation 7:9-17; Psalm 34:1-10, 22; 
                     1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12; 

November 8 – 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Scriptures:  Amos 5:18-24; Psalm 70;  
                     1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13; 

November 15 – 24th Sunday after Pentecost 
Scriptures: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18; Psalm 90:1-8[9-11} 12; 
                    1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30; 

November 22–Christ the King Sunday 
Worship at the Clay County Regional Events Center 

Scriptures:  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 95:1-7a; 
                     Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46; 

November 29 – The First Sunday of Advent 
Scriptures:  Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 

                     1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37; 
REMINDER: Services are rebroadcast courtesy of Spencer 
Municipal Utilities on SMU on channel 2 at 5pm on Tuesday 
evenings and at 10am on Wednesday mornings. 

 

Look forward to a mailing early in November from the 
Stewardship Committee that will contain your statement 
plus a new stewardship program Called Together for Joy 
based on Psalm 25— 

“Sing to the LORD a new song, 
for he has done marvelous things…  

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth…”. 

Also prayerfully think about volunteering to be chair of 
the Stewardship Committee as my term is up this year. It 
has been a very rewarding experience for me and you 
would be working with very talented and knowledgeable 
members. Mary Marske 

FINANCE UPDATE AS OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2020 

Year-to-Date Revenues ...................................  $286,067.25 

Year-to-Date Expenses ...................................... 299,308.37 

Year-to-Date Net Loss ...................................... ($13,241.12) 

Thank you for supporting the ministry & missions of Bethany! 

 
The confirmation program at Bethany has changed. 

This being a transition year, two classes were confirmed 
on Reformation Sunday – grades 9 and 10. We apologize 
for not having the names of all of our confirmands listed 
in our October newsletter, so here they are now. Please 
remember these families in your prayers: 

GRADE 10 CONFIRMANDS 

MALLORY SAGE GRAVES 
Parents: Dan & Treva Graves 

Mentored by Randy & Sue Riecks 
Confirmation verse: Philippians 4:13 

MALLORY CHRISTINE KLEMME 
Parents: Russ & Cheri Klemme 

Mentored by Pat Johnson Spenst 
Confirmation verse: Joshua 1:9 

MACKENZIE MARIE MANWARREN 
Parents: Kelly & Linda Manwarren 

Mentored by Kathie Halverson 
Confirmation verse: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

JERRA LYNN MERCHANT 
Parents: Scott & Angie Merchant 

Mentored by Mary Marske 
Confirmation verse: Psalm 138:3 

ZOEY SOPHIA METCALF 
Parent: Lindsay Metcalf; Mentored by Sue Boblit 

Confirmation verse: Ecclesiastes 7:10 

CORINNE IRENE STAVE 
Parents: Joel & Kari Stave; Mentored by Randy & Sue Riecks 

Confirmation verse: John 3:16 

GRADE 9 CONFIRMANDS 

EMMA ELIZABETH GARBERSON 
Parents: Rich & Stephanie Garberson; Mentored by Jill Meyer 

Confirmation verse: Romans 8: 38-39 

SADDIE MARIE KAHLEY  
Parents: Heather and the late Mark Kahley 

Mentored by Cindy Heiter 
Confirmation verse: Mark 10:27 

TREYTON BRADLEY KLEVE 
Parents: Troy & Jody Kleve; Mentored by John Syvertson 

Confirmation verse: Joshua 1:9 

OWEN WILLIAM MANWARREN 
Parents: Patty Schulz & Redge Manwarren 

Mentored by Randy Phillips 
Confirmation verse: Jeremiah 29:11 

SARAH ANN WASSOM  
Parents: Joel & Janet Wassom; Mentored by Judy Hiemstra 

Confirmation verse: Joshua 1:9 
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Women of Bethany  
FUN & FELLOWSHIP 

for Lutheran World Relief Missions 

 
Our Fun and Fellowship group will meet Thursday, 

November 12 in the church dining hall from 9am ‘til 
about noon, to continue work on mission quilts. Please 
consider joining us as we continue our work for Lutheran 
World Relief missions. 

 

Celebrating 75 years with a new logo 

For 75 years, you and your parents and grandparents 
— making up such a great cloud of witnesses (Hebrews 
12:1) — have been a light in the deepest darkness for 
those that have the very least. To commemorate 75 
years of helping those who have the very least, and to 
reflect our expanding work around the world, Lutheran 
World Relief has a dynamic new logo. 

In 1945, by the end of the Second World War, an 
estimated one-fifth of the world's Lutherans were left 
homeless. That same year, Lutheran churches in at least 
20 states mobilized to help in Europe through a new 
agency called Lutheran World Relief. It was a sign on 
solidarity and a reflection of God's loving presence in a 
world still rife with suffering. The mission quickly 
expanded, sending love where needs were greatest. 

Now, 75 years later, you continue to respond to God's 
call to be the Body of Christ in the world, reaching 
further, staying longer, standing faithfully alongside our 
neighbors in need. No matter how forsaken. No matter 
where. You are a light in the darkness for those in need 
around the world. 

We are deeply grateful to God for your faithful 
partnership. Please persist until your love reaches every 
neighbor. 

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper 
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 

– Galatians 6:9 (NIV) 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE OF REMEMBERANCE 

Please "save the date" of November 30 at 
6:30 p.m. for the Annual Candlelight 
Service of Remembrance. The Christmas 
season can be a difficult time for people 
experiencing grief. This Service of 
Remembrance is a time to help us move 

toward Christmas, acknowledging loss and pain, yet seeking 
to be embraced by God’s redeeming love. At this time 
location details are pending. Watch the bulletin 
announcements and Wednesday E-Blasts for more 
information to come. 

NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH 
November is National 

Adoption Month, a time to 
honor families who have 
opened their hearts and 
homes to children in need. 

For LSI, it is a time to celebrate the families we support 
through Foster Care and Adoption, and to raise awareness 
for the hundreds of Iowa children in need of a safe, loving 
home. In 30 counties across western Iowa, LSI Foster Care 
and Adoption recruits, licenses, and supports foster and 
adoptive families to ensure every Iowa child grows up in a 
safe, stable environment. But more work needs to be done. 
According to the most recent federal data, more than 
100,000 children in the U.S. are waiting to be adopted from 
foster care, and thousands of teens age out of foster care 
every year without a permanent family. To learn more 
about supporting Iowa children in foster care, visit 
LSIowa.org/Foster, or contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s director 
of philanthropy & church relations, at 563.676.2065 or 
email: Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. LSI is also available 
to provide a customized virtual shared ministry opportunity 
for your congregation. If you would like to share the 
message of LSI with your community, please contact our 
Waverly office at 319.352.2630 to get started. 
LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of 
the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a member of 
LSA (Lutheran Services in America. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org 

 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR A SPECIAL RATE 

Living Lutheran magazine is an ELCA publication filled 
with inspiring stories, news and information, theological 
insights and more. Congregations are offered a special rate 
for group subscriptions. As a reminder to our current 
subscribers, November marks the month of renewal, please 
contact the church office. This is also a good time for new 
subscribers to enroll. If you’d like to enjoy Living Lutheran 
delivered to your home, please email the church office: 
bethany@bethluthspencer.com or call (262-2327) to 
activate your subscription with the January 2020 issue. 

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org/
mailto:bethany@bethluthspencer.com
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY 

 

We’re all in this together!! We’ve all felt the need to get back to a life that is somewhat normal. But because of the 
pandemic, we can’t!!  

Some of you may have already returned to that somewhat normal lifestyle, while others are still being cautious 
because of their own health concerns or the health concerns of loved ones. I get it!! 

I understand, Bethany friends and families are all across the board of how comfortable or uncomfortable we are in 
returning to church activities. During all of this, how have you been taking care of you? How have you been taking care 
of your spiritual life; how have you been refueling your innermost self, your faith and trust in God?  Have you been 
watching any of the online services?  Call a friend and connect with them?  Find a congregational member and find a 
safe way to meet and chat. Have you prayed together as a family or shared your highs and lows? Faith formation and 
renewal can and should happen in the home!! 

I along with other staff, committee members and colleagues have been brainstorming to find ways to connect. To 
help you refuel your faith, to stay connected to God and to your faith community!! It’s been mind boggling and draining 
to think about this; but I am willing to work with others to find ways to reach out to our Bethany family in different 
ways. The parish ed committee will be meeting as we look ahead to ways we can do this safely. Please be watching 
your email and Facebook for events and updates on how we might move forward with Sunday school.  

We had a great turnout for our Wednesday afterschool VBS event in September, where we looked at the Lord’s 
prayer and it’s meaning. Twelve students attended and I would like to say thank you to Sue Boblit, Pixie Jensen, Sandi 
Schmidt and Judy Hiemstra for helping and providing snacks. Both the kids and adults had a lot of fun!! 

Will there be a Christmas Program of some kind? Yes, will it look the same as other years? No, but we will plan 
something where everyone who wants to can participate, whether virtual or in person. These are trying times for all 
of us and I hope you will understand and be flexible in these difficult days. If you have any ideas of ways to stay 
connected, let me know!! Here is my email Lynn@bethluthspencer.com, or my door is always open. I would love to 
have a chat and do some brainstorming in these crazy unprecedented days!! 

Remember you are a child of God!! God loves you and so do I!!! Together in ministry,  

Lynn Egesdal  
 

mailto:Lynn@bethluthspencer.com
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15 West 14th Street Spencer, IA 51301-3536 
Telephone 712.262.2327  Fax 712.262.1635 
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BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor:  Jennifer L. Henry 
pastorjen@bethluthspencer.com  
Pastor:  Jeffrey Geiger 
pastorjeff@bethluthspencer.com  
Children, Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator: 
Deacon Lynn Egesdal 
lynn@bethluthspencer.com  
Director of Worship and Music: 
Elina Leander Ozolins 
sveiks@mediacombb.net 
Visitation Minister: Onalee Wright 
onalee53@gmail.com 
Secretary: Mary Ann Quail 
bethany@bethluthspencer.com  
Custodian: Lois Becker 
sp2whlgrs@gmail.com  

LOOK FOR US ONLINE 

Website:  www.bethluthspencer.com  
Facebook: 
    Bethany Lutheran Church, Spencer IA-ELCA 
    Spencer Bethany-Youth 
    BLC Spencer Music Ministry 
You Tube: Bethany Lutheran Church, Spencer IA 

DRIVE THRU HALLOWEEN AT BETHANY 

For safety reasons, our Sweet 
Stop will not be happening this 
year. However we would still like 
to offer a safer option this year to 
spread a little joy and some 
sweet treats to the community. 
On Saturday, October 31, 
Bethany will host a drive thru 

trick or treat option from 5-7 pm.  

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS NOVEMBER 1 
Don’t forget to set your clocks back one hour 

when you go to bed on Saturday night (Oct. 31)! 
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